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WASHINGTON —  After
' 28 years with the CIA, Rich-
ard Helms . is the nation’s
preciminent, most experi-
enced spy.

And Monday he lived by

the code of the spy to the‘
biiter end.

Eased out, without expla-
nation, after 614 years as
head of the CIA, Helms had
the first opportunity of his
carcer to tcli all at a public
hearing. But in the grand tra-
dition of the CIA, he chose’ to
keep his mouth shut.

HELMS has been banished
by the Nixon Administration
to the U.S. ambassadorship
in Iran — apparently to give
the job to a Nixon lovalis(,

He told Sen. J. Wiiliam
Yulbright (D.,Ark)), chairman
of the Foreign Relations
Committee, that he didn’t in-
tend to start talking now.

" “Y think if T should talk it
would he a bad example for

- those still in the agency,” he
said.

But he did go as far as to
say that none of his boys had
any ‘part in the Watergate
alfair —  that, he said, in-
-volved soine ¢x-CIA agents,
with no remaining connec-
tions. )

I had no control over any-
one who left,” he said.

Two former ClA agents
participated in the celebrated
Watergate raid en Democrat-
ic National Commiltce head-
quarters in  Washington, L.
HNoward Hunt Jr. and James
McCord Jr,

Helms also caid that the
- CIA had not cooperated with

International Telephone and -

Telegraph Coep. (ITT) for
“espionage  purpeses”  in
Chiic — as svgeested last
vear by the so-called “Andey-
SR papoeys,

he said the CIA
lineis of rela-
1Y Covparations
it had with TP

I FACT,
il the san,

OVerseds
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" ships fer “exchanging infor-

Richard Hcelms
.o hcac[e(l jor fran
in Chile — and he wouldn t
describe those- relations as
“espionage.”
He called them relation-

mation.” )

The Anderson papers re
ported regular contacts be-
tween ITT and a CIA official
in Washington in an ap-
parent atiempt to prevent a
communist government from
taking over in Chile.

But on the whole, Helms
had little to say about his ac-
tivities at the CIA — and

- hearing was why,

r seemed -
“\’Ir Chairman,” he replied,

“vou know as much about
. Iran as I do.”

Helms _amused.

Senators of both parties
pxaiS(d Helms for doing an
“objective” job in preparing
reports.,

The unanswered, and
unasked, question at the
if Helms
had done so well, he had
been demoted. Some ad-
ministration  officials, at
least, belicve that the White
louse has been unhappy
with Helms independence at
th

administration wouid ]me re-
ports more in keeping - or
SUpREItive — of its policies.

No senator asked Helms
about that, but reporters
cornered him in a hallway
after the hearing and popped
the question.

nothing at all to say about ™

the reasons for his departure.

And the often-acerbic sen-
ators of. the Foreign Rela-
tions committece, who have
often delighted in the past
neediing the Nixon Adminis-
tration, treated Hehms with
kid glovces.

HIS APPOINTMENT to
the Iranian ambassadorship,
far from the seats of power
he has occupied for so long,
was greeted, by and large, as
though it were a promotion.

The session was, in fact,
the {irst time that Helms has
ever testified in public hefore
a congressional  committee.
He has often briefed scnators
behingd closed doors.

Fuibrizht ¢hided febus a
hit about the tranian appnint-
ment, “L have a fecling.” ne
said, “vou know more abont
the CIA than lvan —- is that a
fair staiement?”

/ .
SOME BELIEVE that the.

“That,” he said, *is
cocktail party chatter. .

“The CIA has estabhshcd a.

tradition of fair and honest
reporting. And  presidents
know that and ali presidents
apprec'atc the need for that.”

But is he concerned that
the tradition might now be
imperiled?

“I don’t know,” he sald

“We'll have to wait and sec.”

Helms’ successor at the
CIA, James Schlesinger, was
a budget expert at the White
house before he was appoint-

ed head of the Atomic
Energy Comm1551on last
vear, '

He was scheduled to testi-
fy at an open hearing of the
Senate Armed Services Com-

mittee two weeks ago but at

the last minute plans were
changed. The open hea aring
was canceled. SChles-ngC/
testified behind closed dooys




